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Isaac of Antioch. 



Homily on the Royal City. 

By C. Moss. 



I. 



The Homily which is here edited and translated — so 
for as I know — for the first time, is the work of the 
fifth century Syriac writer, Isaac of Antioch, "one of the 
stars of Syriac literature", as Wright 1 ) calls him. It is con- 5 
tained in a single manuscript, British Museum. Add. 14591, 
Occupying fol. 48 a (bottom) — 54 a in that volume. Weight, 
ln his Catalogue of Syriac MSS. in the British Museum 
(P- 669, MS. Nr. 740), gives the following description of our 
Codex : 10 

"Ad. MS. 14591. Vellum, about 24.0 cm x 15.5 cm, cou- 
nting of 151 leaves. Each leaf is divided into two columns 
°t from 25 to 31 lines. This volume is written in an elegant 
Estrangela, apparently of the end of the Vlth century". The 
^°rk is in heptasyllabic metre, as are all Isaac's published 15 
^milies, and the vigour of the style is a very noticeable 
feature. 

Our Memra, which is entitled jlonVo fco-^^j "Con- 
Ce **ning the Eoyal City", or "Concerning the Capital", describes 

advance on the city by the Huns, an advance which 20 
jailed in its objective owing to the Lord visiting the barbarian 
^ost with pestilence, a "sickness of the bowels". Just as in 
^ e case of Sennacherib when he attacked Jerusalem, "the 

1) See bis History of Syriac Literature, p. 51. 
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riders of the steeds slumbered and slept, and the cruel army 
was silenced". Besides the main narrative there are the long 
digressions so characteristic of Syriac authors, one comparing 
the incident with the Assyrians' siege of Jerusalem, one re- 

5 counting the disputation between Justice and God which Paul 
told to the Romans. 

There are other homilies by Isaac of historical interest, 
describing the unfortunate experiences of certain of the frontier 
inhabitants who were caught in the wars between the Empire 

10 and the Persians 1 ). Our Homily, however, is obviously of 
greater importance, not merely because it deals with events 
at the very centre of the Empire, but also because it may 
actually shed new light on the period. Our knowledge of 
the Eastern Empire's history in the fifth century is un- 

15 fortunately far from complete, owing to the gaps in Priscus 
history, and anything which can add to it is necessarily 




The "Royal City" referred to must be Constantinople 
for a Syrian like Isaac could not possibly have applied th^ 
20 title to Rome. This city was twice menaced by the Huns; 
between 441 — 3, when Philippopolis and Arcadiopolis were 
captured 2 ), and in 447, when Thermopylae was reached*)? 
and "many of it (the capital's) inhabitants fled from it 111 




terror" 4 ). Now, in 447 there took place an earthquake, 
25 destroyed a great part of the city walls 6 ) and, as it is ob- 
viously impossible that the author could have recorded tfl e 



1) The two poems on the capture of Beth Hur by the Ar ftDS 
(Bickell 11, 12 = Bed jan 43 , 49) and the second homily on Fastiog 
(Bickell 14 = Bedjan 17). 

2) Cambridge Med. Hist., Vol. 1, p. 363. 3) Ibid. 

4) Btjby, History of Later Roman Empire, Vol. 1, p. 275, quoti°e 

Callinicus : Vita Hypatii, p. 108. 

5) Cambridge Med. Hist., Vol.1, p. 467. According to L ** 3A ^ 
Histoire du Has- Empire, Vol. 6, p. 157, this earthquake occurred ° 
January 26th. "Ce tremblemeut, le plus terrible qu'on eut jamM* ^ 
dans un pays ou ces accidents eHaient frequents, f ut aussi le plus 6® D _ r 
II s'etendit dans tout TOrieDt et dans la Thrace . . . ." See, e. g«> ^ 
geius, Eccl. Hist., Book 1, cap. 17. 
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events of 447 without mentioning this earthquake, it seems 
probable that the homily refers to the year 441. Then, too, 
&o mention whatsoever is made of a previous attack on the 
Constantinople district, while the wealth which the city is 
described as possessing also implies that 441 is the year of 
Isaac's homily, as the numerous large payments of Hungeld 
between 441 and 447 would have considerably reduced its 
riches. We have, therefore, a contemporary account of, most 
probably, the 441 advance on Constantinople which furnishes 

* new explanation of the failure of the expedition. The pesti- 
lence is described with some detail and does not seem to be 
simply imaginary. On the other hand, it seems difficult to 
Understand why, if the Hunnish forces had been decimated 
by pestilence, the campaign should still have gone against 
the Empire, ending, indeed, in a most unfavourable treaty 
lu 443. A possible explanation is that only part of the bar- 
barian host had advanced to the Bosphorus, and its collapse, 
*hile it relieved Constantinople, did not materially affect the 
^nole campaign. 

The homily ends with the writer reproving the citizens l 
for engaging in religious disputations; it was always his 
Vl «w that ignorant men should not discuss such matters, which 
^ere beyond their comprehension 1 ). This might possibly lead 
;° further disasters ; earlier, in the first lines, a further danger 
| s implied in the lines: "Again give thanks to the cross that 2 
lt may again fence in thy breaches. — Again let thy harp 
^ a y to it for again thou seekest its help". In the digression 
^ Justice the moralist makes it clear that, in his opinion, 
j*s mere fact that they were Christians would not save 
e *u from a heathen army; God's justice was not a respecter s< 

* Persons and, if they were evil, would cause them to be 
^troyed. 



"Ij ^ om P are Norman McLean, Eno, Britt., s. v. "Isaac of Antioch". 

Judges with extreme severity those who argue about religion while 
^ 8 ecting its practice, and those, who are thought stupid and ignorant 
e to pry iuto mysteries which are sealed to the angeh". 
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Br. Mus. fcO-»*5D JO^CC)*, 

Add. 14591 ' * • . 

* fol. 48 v. a %\s>^ ^> ~su/>l * MxA -.jk-o^L s~oa>{ ^ 



10 



* fol. 48 v. b 




.;.^on\\ Loot J^u£oo? •Jfe^^WD -o» hJ>l^° 



— 

.^oijo J-2D %))0iiQOj |L-» 



0 



JJ ^? ^ ~»V iw^' 

* fol. 49 r. a 20 .;OOm- Up * kOQOLLjo -.^X) k&=> 

., fa i ? j^^ai %^DJOO^> il^o 

.jtfcoboo OJ^%2> o\ ',3, 'A? ^ ^ 



jjjbo )J Ja>?j£o o£k~- % ovnx> JJ |2i*ooo Jk*^ 

vILoa-jtt ivja -.Ju-a 



50 
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-^-2>P )OJOJ J2>|2i ^iCDJ *.mJ3jOO;2> o^oNju JJt 

♦.ojJLqjJd opox ^jl JJj %JLqxsuoj} j¥|2> 




30 *J^L»op wfcs^^J* 



y\oiJ 



OJQ2DJOO fcOQJOO jJLQjp «. J YK3tl? JS? JLoO) K«A 

* * 



tyUoo Jxsiox pi JJLq^^ v Jo 



♦.JJaiso ^qjL JJLaui^p v |aa^ Jxacox ^<*t-- 

40 ❖ ^t^AX) Jxii^i Jx>oiq£o \Jxn ^\uxw Jbd^o 

0\ax>~L Jxi*\ JJ 0/ v«j^l Jwft\ 0/ 

Icsu^jo^ Jxfc. J^ rj W Jag v /o 



/ Jvo yuril Jaa&x Noj Jlo2u£o 




jLacU ^ J^jLo^ v Jo 

^ Jjqjj b) Jx>&^j Jxsio^j Jx>ojo£ %^JLoa^y J^^Q2b -^0 

♦.JoJ^. jo^jo JiojJo «.J&\/ JJJojt Jjo» 
❖ JjUo\ Jioin Ksxjo %Looj l^x Jjlm Jjo» 
\ aj/ Jxu^V J^aSo v JLowcxs Jio> 

a ) fco/ in margin (in a different hand). 

h ) The second Jvtx>\ cancelled by the scribe. 
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. )w^v jLooj^ :K^2>U 1&XX> JjOp 



* * 



# 



« idl? JLo|^ vfcJfcW Joq^> )joP 
Asulo % >r>o£. Jvoo jq2u Jo^? 




# * • • » 

•.Lpa Jv^v\ Jj~b \JLoj|o JLooi JL;^ 00 ^ 



wja^fc Jsa&^o %JJ.aaw jlw ?©)? 



bj<> oj- )u~ |x*^\ '.^/ )o~» Jj#fi H-r 3 
that JefcJ? JJ ojJ^y? J 1 ? 0 



J^a£ ^>d^o2> jo3 *. JJLqj)o? ^ 

..JIqjJd ^Juij ^ -.Jxaa*. Jo^jd JjJLo *o2» °? 

^oLL? K^o -.j^j oiN5a- &^?* ? 

❖ ^ ? Ja*y udL % JJ^j M 000 ^ 0 

Jxvm\ JKSood %Uaoc> oi*^ 2 *^ 
*Jio»JJ \h~l2> *Lv* %JaB^ rj ? o»io^° 



a ) ^ojS. added in margin (in later hand) 
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90 ❖ jLcooycYiX 6f0.oriA JJo 



lQ,\-5 



*. Irrxvo i ^ joe scu/ Jijo \Lib v aV s°>\i 



OjQQd ^o^ JLooj wO) «. opss oipai ILojIo 



100 r icb \ssHL )\yjf^o J*"\ J^ 



ojfcopp jiCVooX jlco^jO * % J>c*. ji~V po * fol, 51 r. b 

J;2icco ^r^fto %JJaij JjJo )o\ JJ 

^0 ~ojcua2>Jo \~o»op~o )wo^ Lvp Jjot 

* Jcyack looj Jv-ww. op>i 0^0 k^2>o 

) No dot in first J of *OjJj/. 
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* fol. 51 v. a '.JJJOJL OOp> JjlII * t° SDC^QS JjO^O 

* * * 

♦..Qj/ k~Jo kitil wO)0 %>00^/\iX fc^DJO 

* 

• * * * 



■ T 



Op> fc^JU. J^;~o Iqd^oo \ hn2)<xl/ J|^o^ oiN^ 

♦.^w )QZU JlJjJ Ji*CDO \Jn~ Jfc0Q*O jfcs^ 

jLio^ J&^j vjjopj oo» J** 

# * * * A 

130 ❖)o ? 2d\vD Jjujo jooj Jojo \ JLolU- ^ 

jsrox bo/ )*^° J*Lca y 20 ^ 

* foi. 52 r. a * JjLOfcob JSS^ OOJ kij? % JtJdD *2>/ * V 



ft) The / cancelled in the MS. 

b ) — b ) J*JOO) CM Originally there were seyame on the O) of J**^ 
but they have been erased. The plur. verb, however, was retained 
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* 

♦ * 



l^O J^O* OOO) QJL.) 



h*^>j oc»\ -Jvoo oo> Jooj JqjL 
\ Jlau2o;x> op jyiy>>\ j^j . Jooj \sjajL 



.0^*. Loot djlolj '.JULm c»]^xqjl taaozJ 



• ^ ^o-? JU*~ ..Jl^ JL<W JODO 



frjooi uaai J*^> Kijj jjcu v??o 

.op yj.^: j^c* JLjtj ..J^V jozu )o\ >\jjj 

Oj\o J^OfJO *.OJ r fc> * jLpJ jfcvJul^X) 





oado o;^ Jjl2mx> %]jcl»9o jao-« 



Op QX3QDO 0^~ '.OJ^. Jj£\QjLO J^JO 



C. Mosa. 



..oi~>jio I^ju jdq2ui vs*ojo*v*. JLu-^ Jooj 



*JJdi. JJLjjy )oc» oo^o ..ja^lL/ JM JjQ^ 5 

op, W )iUp .. O)^/ J001 Jj* JIS*i5 



\K>\*x> juoL? fcoovo ..Jr^o^ o^aSu 



Iujl Joo» ml «.1L~ 01 r / Jjoi^ 



» * 



i J2UCD0 JKitOJ -.JW «3jo 




O^OI 



J^bi jLa~x> ojfcoo^oi Jooi 
*Jjo;1 JL~ jdLNjlJo sODV on»?o °^ 

..Uooj op) iooN*-)? ..Jjuad • 



*jooj )o|^>o^oij^ ^ 00LJ1 ILJ^ 

0 These letters had become faint and were retraced by alater 
in margin : 1. ^oU/ . «) First V3? erased by 
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-.0)LqV-\> ~\iL/ JJo ..looju Jvjlo jo©i j&cd 

* • # 

4«JL JJo Jooj owfcoo % o»AooL Joot JJ»«.~m 



*JoO) s^X^ OJ^J Jjfc\x~ J$Z^^O)fcajt 



I'OJLMJJ JOOJ ^2^\. pDOpO ..JiDK^i JoOf jQi^COl OOfO 

❖ Jly.Vi^ JK^X * JlO^J JcsjlO-O * fol. 53 v. b 

•.JaoVji Jjtbo JJju sJ^VJO? V2sX J— o\j Joj 
► j.WXttD \^OJ -.J-vdojj J a) ;jo Jot 



* jLojaouoj* jpJ^ooo ..^2)o/ Jfca-.^} b^o 

Qjt^A. JLa^ J*op oja^jt JJ Jjfcovjo 



>.\u&k |ujo Joxu *.JftxV U-^ v t^cp> 
)oa jLa2o\jt quo » . ySv ? # ^o ^ Jooi J>q\jl 

*>bi± ^io^sdi Jjlom ..jLaiS^ot ^o so\aj 



:• JloiX3L.oj\. Jio°no •. j^^jl jkwo 



9 



5° in 

margin = JoDVO. b ) New line in MS. 

r ' SemitUtik. Bd. VII. 20 
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.>6^oo J~j ^ ^o»o *-Jj-v~ *2>op JL«X 

a) New line in MS. 



